
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PINKEYE PREVENTION IS ALWAYS BETTER THAN TREATMENT! 

To avoid the rampant outbreaks of pinkeye observed in beef and dairy herds in Gippsland last year, 
farmers are being encouraged to adopt integrated pest managements (IPM) strategies to reduce the 
incidence of pinkeye in the upcoming season. 
The effects of pinkeye are of great concern amongst farmers as the disease has considerable animal welfare 

and production implications which can cause1:  

 significant pain and distress to the animal  

 weight loss or a reduction in daily weight gains 

 decline in appetite and overall production 

 decrease in milk yield 

 stress and labour costs for farm owners/managers 

 significant treatment costs and antibiotic usage  

 cattle rejected for sale (eg. feedlots, saleyards & export) 

Pinkeye is a highly contagious, debilitating and complex disease with the primary cause of disease being 

the bacterium, Moraxella bovis.  M. bovis is found in the nasal and eye secretions of cattle and is often 

transferred between cattle by flies. The first clinical sign of pinkeye in cattle is increased tear production 

as M. bovis attaches to the surface of the cornea. Considerable damage to the eye can occur as M. bovis 

produces toxins which can erode the cornea and cause ulceration and severe inflammation. Permanent 

scarring or rupture of the eye may occur in a worst case scenario. Early treatment is important in managing 

the disease process and limiting spread of infection. All young cattle are highly susceptible to pinkeye, 

particularly calves heading into their first summer and autumn or older cattle with no previous 

exposure to the bacteria. 

Environmental and herd management factors play a key role in the development of the disease – 

dry, dusty conditions are conducive to severe outbreaks, as they can cause underlying eye damage, which 

enables easier attachment of the bacteria to the surface of the eye. Tall standing feed or hay, overcrowding 

(eg. cattle congregating around troughs, shaded areas and at feeders) and a poor immune response are also 

contributing factors which can increase the risk of a pinkeye outbreak. If preventative measures aren’t 

employed and flies aren’t controlled, pinkeye can rapidly spread through a herd. 

Prevention is always better than treatment and using an integrated pest management (IPM) approach will 

help reduce the incidence of pinkeye on farm. The key components of an IPM strategy include: 

1. Vaccinate cattle with Coopers® Piliguard 3-6 weeks prior to the onset of the fly season (ideally 

in September). 

2. Fly control: treat with Coopers® Easy Dose at the onset of the fly season and continue controlling 

fly numbers during the season whilst also managing fly feeding and breeding sites. This is 

particularly critical for calves as they can be infected early. 

3. Maintain good hygiene and dust control around dairies and cattle yards.    

4. Treat wounds early to reduce fly numbers. 

5. Manage predisposing eye irritants (i.e. dust, long grass, hay). 

6. Early treatment and isolation of infected cattle will reduce sources of infection. 

Coopers® Piliguard is the only registered pinkeye vaccine available. It is a trivalent vaccine which aids in 

the control of pinkeye associated with infection by M. bovis and has cross-reactivity with approximately 

80% of M. bovis strains in Australia2. Vaccinating with Coopers® Piliguard 3-6 weeks prior to the onset of 

the fly season is crucial, to ensure antibodies have reached a protective level prior to M. bovis exposure. For 

central and North Victoria vaccination should be carried out from early September latest October 1st. Flies 

should be controlled through the season using Coopers® Easy Dose along with other measures.   

For more information on pinkeye prevention and Coopers Piliguard® contact your local Coopers Animal 

Health Representative; Mandy Macartney on 0438 642 962 or 1800 885 576. 

 
1 Farquhar, Neil. Champness, David edit. “Pink-eye in Beef Cattle.” www.agriculture.vic.gov.au, Sept. 1998 
Update: Feb 2010 [19/07/2016] ‘http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/pests-diseases-and-
weeds/animal-diseases/beef-and-dairy-cows/pink-eye-in-beef-cattle’ 
2 MSD data on file 
AU/PIL/0816/0002 
 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 



WEID: Electronic Weighing & Stock Identification 

Summary of operations                Solution  

“Harewood”, 405ha (1,000 acres) + 1,620ha (4,000ac) leased 

 at Braeside, Queensland 

350 breeder cows  

1,000 store cattle, depending upon season 

TSi Livestock Manager, weigh 

scales + HR3 Hand Held EID Tag 

Reader 

 

 

WEID solution guides better cattle buying  

Steve and Fran Thompson run 350 cows over 2,025 hectares (5,000 acres) of owned and leased 

country, selling off the progeny as weaners. They also buy and sell store cattle; trading up to 1,000 in 

a good year.  

Buying their original farm “Harewood” in 1988, the Thompsons have slowly added to their Darling 

Downs property, which has an annual rainfall of some 784 millimetres (30.87 inches).  

Steve says, “We had a set of scales; they were okay, but did give us a few problems. But on top of 

not doing the job properly, we’d just outgrown them. They could just weigh, and that was it. We 

couldn't do any recording of any substance.”  

So the Thompsons looked around and chose the Gallagher TSi.  

Record detailed information 

“We want to watch the daily weight gain for the cattle we’re feeding, but we also wanted to be able 

to record other statistics, for example, breed, purchase price and so on. I like keeping an eye on 

cattle weights when they’re leaving here also, so I can make sure there are no discrepancies with 

sale weights. 

“It also gives us a better idea of our cattle. We weigh them and know their weights exactly, rather 

than guessing. This lets us work out our yields accurately. 

“Our eldest daughter Stephanie works off farm, but she’s pretty keen on what this TSi can do. If 

we’re inducting cows, she’ll record a whole lot of detailed information, which is important in gaining 

knowledge about breeds which are most profitable for the enterprise.   

“Some breeds perform better, and as we have adapted this technology to our business, we’re buying 

better now, which obviously has advantages at the other end.” 

Scanner flexibility 

And Steve likes the flexibility that the HR3 Hand Held EID Tag Reader gives him in the yards.  

“I find the fact it’s not attached to the scales very good. I do a fair bit of yard work by myself. I can 

walk back and scan the cattle while they’re walking up on to the scales. So usually they’re weighed 

and I can let them off straightaway.” 

Steve and Fran are also impressed with Gallagher’s customer service. “If we have an issue, it’s just a 

phone call away. When we bought the TSi, Rob [Doro, Gallagher’s Territory Manager for South East 

Qld] spent time showing us how to use it efficiently.”  

Media Contact: Stephanie Larkin   Writer: Samantha Schelling 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Dear Valued Client,  

 

We are writing to inform you that we will be holding our annual Christmas 

Store Cattle Sale to be held at the Corryong Municipal Saleyards on the 

Friday 9th December 2016 commencing at 1:00pm. 

 

This annual fixture has proven to be a wonderful success.  Cattle have been 

previously sold to producers both locally and from Tasmania, South 

Australia and Northern New South Wales.  From the way the cattle industry 

is running, this year will be no exception. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Your participation over the years have been greatly appreciated and we 

hope that you will have your consignments once again. 

 

We will be contacting you late September to let us know of your support for 

this fixture. 

 

Regards, 

Graham & Justin Costello 

 

 

http://www.rma.com.au/


 



 



 



 


